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secret tillage," which are both sown and reaped with
peculiar ceremonies. Apparently the tilling of the earth
is considered a crime which must be perpetrated secretly
and afterwards atoned for. On a lucky day in June, at
the first cock-crow, two men lead the buffaloes and the
plough to the sacred field, round which they draw three
furrows in profound silence and then retire. Afterwards at
dawn the owner of the land comes lounging by, as if by the
merest chance. At sight of the furrows he stops, pretends
to be much surprised, and cries out, " Who has been secretly
ploughing my field this night ?" Hastening home, he kills
a kid or some fowls, cooks the victuals, and prepares five
quids of betel, some candles, a flask of oil, and lustral
water of three different sorts. With these offerings and
the plough drawn by the buffaloes, he returns to the field,
where he lights the candles and spreading out the victuals
worships Po-Nagar and the other deities, saying: " I know
not who has secretly ploughed my field this night. Pardon,
ye gods, those who have done this wrong. Accept these
offerings. Bless us. Suffer us to proceed with this work."
Then, speaking in the name of the deities, he gives the
reassuring answer, " All right. Plough away!" With
the lustral water he washes or sprinkles the buffaloes, the
yoke, and the plough. The oil serves to anoint the plough
and to pour libations on the ground. The five quids of
betel are buried in the field. Thereupon the owner sows a
handful of rice on the three furrows that have been traced,
and eats the victuals with his people. After all these rites
have been duly performed, he may plough and sow his
land as he likes. When the rice has grown high enough in
this " field of secret tillage" to hide pigeons, offerings of
ducks, eggs, and fowls are made to the deities ; and' fresh
offerings, which generally consist of five plates of rice, two
boiled fowls, a bottle of spirits, and five quids of betel, are
made to Po-Nagar and the rest at the time when the rice
is in bloom. Finally, when the rice in " the field of secret
tillage " is ripe, it has to be reaped before any of the rest.
Offerings of food, such as boiled fowls, plates of rice, cakes,
and so forth, are spread out on the field; a candle is. lit,
and a priest or, in his absence, the owner prays to the